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1. Articles
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Articles in English are a, an and the. | realize that such do not exist in Chinese. In fact, there
are many languages that do not use articles. In English, we use them. To learn English well and to
become proficient, you must learn them and use them. Obviously, you will use only 2 of them the
vast majority of the time. 'An' is used before words (nouns) that begin with a vowel sound. Also,
sometimes | hear people insert articles where one is not needed.
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2. Genders
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The Chinese language uses 'ta’ (first tone) to represent the third person singular pronoun. In
writing, however, it is specific in identifying male and female. English simply does the same
except it does it also in spoken language. | hear a lot speakers who have spoken English for many
years, confuse the genders. It just takes practice to train your brain to automatically come out with
the correct gender that you want to refer to.

TS LB TA"CGE — ) PE N 88 = AFREEAR], Sl it i S A R . 085
15X 0 55 ) o SEiE R TA B EDOE —#F, ([HIT00y, Sl b A i i & &
WAR] o FRI U 2 22 A5 il B NAOR S PR PR AR IRV AN . s, REZINiIgk, 1R
Kt 2= B 2 VR AR L3 B IR M I TR R

3. Also, in the third person singular, most verbs require an 's’ at the end of the word.

BeAh, HRFHHRABSAREHAFN, KZ3hAEEREELEML ",

You don't have to learn this rule for any other verb except when referring to ‘he/she/it’ or if
you are using a proper name. Again, focus on this and practice it even if you only do it silently in
your mind.
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4. Another mistake that is common is when a plural noun is referenced.
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In Chinese, one will express several dogs as ‘'many dogs.' This lets the reader know that the
speaker is referring to more than one dog. In English, we add an 's’ to the end of most words to
make them plural. 'Dogs".

FEFPSCHL, BATHIEIE 2 M kRIA B . MAETGE T, JRATEA I 5 s &
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5. Verb tenses are also confused by many Chinese English speakers.

BAE I SRR W I E SR A R —.

There is no shortcut to learning what they are in English. We don't say, 'yesterday | walk to
school.' We say, 'Yesterday, | walked to school." And with irregular verbs, we wouldn't say,
"Yesterday | run to school." We say, "Yesterday, | ran to school." Irregular verbs are verbs that don't
fall within the 'adding ed rule.' There are lists of them on the Internet.

RG22 2], e efEmnl & . AT Yesterday, | walked to school T A~ &
"yesterday | walk to school.". ¥} ZIAFMBE, EHAGEH T—shia B8 mn, emt
Ze A AT LAIE R LR 3. Eoln, AT "Yesterday, | ran to school"fi A~ 2&"Yesterday | run
to school".

6. Confusing prepositions.
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This is a less frequent mistake I've observed. ‘In, at, of, with.....". There are no rules to make
this easier. Also, prepositions are sometimes used differently depending upon whether you have
learned British English or America's Perversion of the Queen's English.
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7. Omission of a verb.
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In Chinese, it isn't necessary to use a verb when an adjective is used to describe the subject
(I'm far from being an expert in Chinese, but, this is part of the little bit that I do know about it).

You can say, 'l very good.' In English you must use the ‘to be' verb and say, "I am very good."
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hn_E be i, "I am very good" 4 252 ¥, IEREHIEI.

I think one of the greatest temptations is to simply translate your Chinese into English. I think
this works often, however, some times you end up with what many call 'Chinglish'. | find this
most often when people tend to study a lot of English vocabulary and perhaps neglect oral

practice.
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