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ENGLISH TEST
45 Minutes—75 Questions

DIRECTIONS: In the five passages that follow, certain
words and phrases are underlined and numbered. In
the right-hand column, you will find alternatives for the
underlined part. In most cases, you are to choose the
one that best expresses the idea, makes the statement

appropriate for standard written English, or is worded. -

most consistently with the style and tone of the passage

as a whole. If you think the original version is best, .

choose “NO CHANGE.” In some cases, you will find .in
the right-hand column a question about the underlined
part. You are to choose the best answer to the question.

You will élso; find questions about a section of the paé-
sage, or about the passage as a whole. These questions

‘do notrefer to an underlined portion of the .passage, but

rather are identified by a number or numbers in a box.
For each question, choose the alternative you consider

- best and fill in the corresponding oval on your answer

document. Read each passage through once before you
begin to answer the questions that accompany it. For
many of the questions, you must read several sentences
beyond the question to determine the answer. Be sure
that you have read far enough ahead each time you
choose an alternative. :

‘PASSAGE |
Amy Tan: The Secret of Her Success
(1]
In the home of Amy Ta,n’s editor, alarge
. blowup of a 1991 New York Times best-seller

list was hung on the wall. The number one
1

novel, Amy Tan’s The Kitchen God’s Wife, is boldly

2

circled. For Tan, the reward of writing is not found -

in how many books she sells, but if she were to learn
. .
about herself from writing them.

ACT-55C-SAMPLE

NO CHANGE
hangs

hung

was hanging

NO CHANGE

novel, Amy Tan’s The Kttchen God s sze is
boldly '
novel Amy Tan’s The Kitchen God’'s Wife, 1
‘boldly,

novel: Amy Tan’ s The Kitchen God’s Wife, is
boldly

= ® om gowr

3. At this point, the writer would like to contrast Tan’s
response to her accomplishments to her editor’s
response. Which of the following sentences (assuming
all are true), if added here, would most successfully -
achieve this effect?

Tan is considered one of America’s best authors.
Success is only one measure of a person, however.
Tan says fame can result in a loss of privacy.

No such symbols of 'success hang-in Tan’s home.

NO CHANGE

in what she has learned
if she would learn
‘what'is she to learn

’& .
sped wowp

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.



(2]
E| [1] After college, she spent many

unsatisfying years writing business articles for a variety

of American corporations. [2] Tan, finaliy realized that
6
_ her discontent stemmed not from the writing itself, but

with the subject matter—she didn’t care about business.
7

(31

[1] At first, Tan originally tried to write her
8

stories from a non—Chinese perspective,

assuming that work from a Chinese-American

.'point of view would never be published. [2] B'uf
trying to write from .a non-Chinese viewpoint proved

9
. unfulfilling. [8] Tan came to see that, for her, writing

- was a kind of exploration, a pvay to examine her life. v
M
Tan also realized that, whether her wdrk was
published or not, one could only learn about oneself by |

10
writing in her own, Chinese-American, voice. That distinc-

, tive voice is part of what made her first novel, The Joy
Lf,tck Club, a best-seller.
(5] |
In The Joy Luck Clab, as in much of her
writing, Tan explores the relationships between
mothers and daughters. Her interest in this theme

" grew directly from her once difficult relationship

ACT-55C-SAMPLE

10.

. Which of the following sentences (assummg all are

true), if added here, would best introduce the new sub-
jectof Paragraph 27

A

,POF

“EQ® PoFr -Eem

POF?

~mqom

Tan began to understand her life by wrltmg about
it.

‘Tan dropped out of medical school to study

Enghsh ‘ .
Writing wasn’t always'a rewardmg experience for
Tan.

Finding the right career is difficult for many
people. .

NO CHANGE ' | .
Tan finally realized, that
Tan finally realized that,
Tan finally realized that

NO CHANGE

for
from
in

NO CHANGE

Tan originally

First, Tan originally

In the beginning, Tan first

NO CHANGE

written from a non-Chinese viewpoint it was
writing from a non-Chinese viewpoint she was

it was from this non- Chlnese viewpoint Wthh
proved

NO CHANGE _
one could only learn about herself
she could only learn about herself
oneself could only be known

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.



with her mother and Tan describes her teen-aged self
11 ! :
as “every mother’s nightmare.” Writing about those years

was given Tan a way of understanding he_r past—and of
. 12
coming closer to her mother.

[6]
Tan, who once felt she could never live up'to
her mother’s, expectations now feels that her

13
professional success has filled her mother with

pride. On the other hand, Tan saiyé that if she were
14
asked what the most important thing she has done in her

life was, she Would answer, “I made my mother happy.”

ACT-55C-SAMPLE

12

-
w

Q
~
“Zem Powp

NO CHANGE
mother: Tan :
mother, and she also
mother, Tan

NO CHANGE
has gave

had gave
gave .

~EQE PoFp

NO CHANGE
- mother’s expectations
mothers’ expectations, -
“mother’s expectations,

NO CHANGE
However,

In fact, -
Despite this, .

Question 15 asks about the preceding passage
as a whole. o

15. In reviewing notes, the writer discovers that the fol-

lowing information has been left out of the essay:

She decided what she really wanted to do was
write fiction. ’

If added to the essay, the sentence would most logi-
cally be placed after Sentence:

A. 1in Paragraph 2.
B. 2 in Paragraph 2.
C. 2in Paragraph 3.
D. 3 in Paragraph 3.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.



PASSAGE Hl

* The following paragraphs may or may not
~be in the most logical order. Each paragraph
is numbered in brackets, and question 30 will
. ask you to -choose the best’ placement of
Paragraph 6.

Home Improvement, or Not? .
[1]
Have you ever seen those home-improvement
~shows on television? Beware, for they don’t tell the
vyhole story These shows portray remodeling projects
under 1deal conditions, not the COl‘ldl’[lOHS most of us

. must contend with. I recently added a second bathroom -
I8 16

© . tomy house domg all the work myself Over an entire

summer, I learned a lot about plumbrng, electrical
- wiring, and carpentry. I also learned about the four
stages of remodehng Enthusrasm, Déespair, Adaptation, .

"and Satisfaction.

[2]

"The first stage is marked by eagerness;‘One : e

mornrng you tear into a wall, feeling a trickle of .
. 17
, enthusmsm as plaster crumbles beneath your wrecking bar

That enthusiasm sustains you for days as you take out the
old to build the new. |
| 31
But the Wall your intent to cut an arch

) 18
. through turns out to be brick not wood Llfting the

floorboards, you fmd a twisted mess of rusted pipe and
rotting Wire About then'the building inspector stops
by, to ensure proper dramage she says you ll have to -

. 19
landscape the lawn

ACT-55C-SAMPLE -

17.

18.

19.

~mam:

NO CHANGE - :

bathroom, adding - N
_ bathroom in addition : S
bathroom not long ago

‘Which of the ch01ces would be most appropriate here" :

rmﬁe TowE

Siel '

NO CHANGE
a surge

" atwinge

an ounce

NO CHANGE

- your intending to cut ‘ /o '
“your intent on cutting

you intended to cut

- NO CHANGE
-by; to :

by, to,

by to

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.



