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Word List 11 Conciliatory — cynosure

Conciliatory ~ ADJ.ARREL , J@#0/reconciling; soothing. She was still angry
despite his conciliatory words. conciliate,V.

concise ADJ./f& %/ brief and compact. When you define a new word, be
concise: the shorter the definition, the easier it is to remember.

contrived ADJ.MAERY ;Z58AY/forced; artificial; not spontaneous. Feeling ill

at ease with his new in-laws, James made a few contrived attempts at
conversation and then retreated into silence.

controvert  V./f#E ; [28X/oppose with arguments; attempt to refute;

contradict. The witness's testimony was so clear and her reputation for
honesty so well-established that the defense attorney decided it was wiser to

make no attempt to contro-vertwhat she said.

contusion  N./¥&{% : $&{5H/bruise. Black and blue after her fall, Sue was
treated for contusions and abrasions.

conundrum N./i#iE/riddle. During the long car ride, she invented
conundrums to entertain the children.

convene V./B% ,££&/assemble. Because much needed legislation had

to be enacted, the governor ordered the legislature to convene in special
session by January 15.

conventionN./=){& , 1&f5l/social or moral custom; established prac-tice. Flying

in the face of convention, George Sand shocked society by taking lovers and
wearing men's clothes.

conventional ADJ./HBIRY ; EERY/ordinary; typical. His conventional

upbringing left him wholly unprepared for his wife's eccen-tric family.
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converge  V./BRE ; #af/approach; tend to meet; come together.

African-American men from all over the United States con-verged on
W ashington to take part in the historic Million Men march.

conversantADJ./Z:&/familiar with. The lawyer is conversant with all the
evidence.

converse N./t8zA9/opposite. The inevitable converse of peace is not war
but annihilation.

converse V./Bj)X/chat; talk informally. Eva was all ears while Lulu and

Lola conversed. Wasn't it rude of her to eavesdrop on their conversation?
conversation, N.

convert N./BZT ; & ; Br{f/one who has adopted a different religion or

opinion. On his trip to Japan, though the President spoke at length about the
virtues of American automobiles, he made few converts to his beliefs. alsoV.

convex ADJ./[MAY/curving outward. He polished the convex lens of his
telescope.

conveyance N./iz#) ; 3218 L E/vehicle; transfer. During the transit strike,
commuters used various kinds of conveyances.

conviction N./ZESE ; iF&{S/judgment that someone is guilty of a crime; strongly
held belief. Even her conviction for murder did not shake Peter's conviction
that Harriet was innocent of the crime.

convivial ADJ./XR5R ; E>¢/festive; gay; characterized by joviality. The
convivial celebrators of the victory sang their college songs.

convoke V./& % /call together. Congress was convoked at the outbreak
of the emergency. convocation, N.

convolutedADJ./E%E , 5% ; ZRfiR/coiled around: involved: intricate. His
argument was so convoluted that few of us could follow it intelligently.

Copious ADJ./ZEERY , KEHRY/plentiful. She had copious reasons for

reject-ing the proposal.

coquette N./SEZEXIBRILF ;#ES/flirt. Because she refused to give him an
answer to his proposal of marriage, he called her a coquette. alsoV.

cordial ADJ./ZEY] ; FilMgracious; heartfelt. Our hosts greeted us at
the airport with a cordial welcome and a hearty hug.
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