
DIRECTIONS

The essay gives you an opportunity to show how effectively 
you can read and comprehend a passage and write an essay 
analyzing the passage. In your essay, you should demonstrate 
that you have read the passage carefully, present a clear and 
logical analysis, and use language precisely. 

Your essay must be written on the lines provided in your answer 
booklet; except for the Planning Page of the answer booklet, 
you will receive no other paper on which to write. You will have 
enough space if you write on every line, avoid wide margins, 
and keep your handwriting to a reasonable size. Remember that 
people who are not familiar with your handwriting will read 
what you write. Try to write or print so that what you are writing 
is legible to those readers.

You have 50 minutes to read the passage and write an essay 
in response to the prompt provided inside this booklet.

 REMINDERS 

— Do not write your essay in 
this booklet. Only what you 
write on the lined pages of 
your answer booklet will be 
evaluated.

— An off-topic essay will not  
be evaluated.
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As you read the passage below, consider how Jimmy Carter uses

• evidence, such as facts or examples, to support claims.
• reasoning to develop ideas and to connect claims and evidence.
• stylistic or persuasive elements, such as word choice or appeals to emotion,

to add power to the ideas expressed.

Adapted from former US President Jimmy Carter, Foreword to Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge: Seasons of Life and Land, A Photographic Journey by
Subhankar Banerjee. ©2003 by Subhankar Banerjee.

1 The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge stands alone as America’s last truly great
wilderness. This magnificent area is as vast as it is wild, from the windswept coastal
plain where polar bears and caribou give birth, to the towering Brooks Range where
Dall sheep cling to cliffs and wolves howl in the midnight sun.

2 More than a decade ago, [my wife] Rosalynn and I had the fortunate opportunity to
camp and hike in these regions of the Arctic Refuge. During bright July days, we
walked along ancient caribou trails and studied the brilliant mosaic of wildflowers,
mosses, and lichens that hugged the tundra. There was a timeless quality about this
great land. As the never-setting sun circled above the horizon, we watched muskox,
those shaggy survivors of the Ice Age, lumber along braided rivers that meander
toward the Beaufort Sea.

3 One of the most unforgettable and humbling experiences of our lives occurred on the
coastal plain. We had hoped to see caribou during our trip, but to our amazement, we
witnessed the migration of tens of thousands of caribou with their newborn calves. In
a matter of a few minutes, the sweep of tundra before us became flooded with life,
with the sounds of grunting animals and clicking hooves filling the air. The dramatic
procession of the Porcupine caribou herd was a once-in-a-lifetime wildlife spectacle.
We understand firsthand why some have described this special birthplace as
“America’s Serengeti.”

4 Standing on the coastal plain, I was saddened to think of the tragedy that might occur
if this great wilderness was consumed by a web of roads and pipelines, drilling rigs
and industrial facilities. Such proposed developments would forever destroy the
wilderness character of America’s only Arctic Refuge and disturb countless numbers
of animals that depend on this northernmost terrestrial ecosystem.


