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Chapter 1 American History (1) (1600-1900)

1. Discovery of the New World

*The “first Americans’: Indians

*Christopher Columbus: An Italian navigator supported by Spanish Queen led his men to sail
across the vast ocean in 1492 and reached some small islands in the now West Indies. He

thought he had reached Aisa and didn’t know he had discovered a New Continent. (& /277
B OXBEHIZ K EAFIN], BREEL P PTHET B A0 P HIE R4S L &
Bl —EF R ELH1492] 10 AEEE T . [ AHEMHIE S ZER T 204 )

*Amerigo Vespucci: The navigator who proved that the land was no India, but a new
continent. Therefore, the land was named America after him.

2. The Colonial Period : :

*The first English colony at Ja wn, Virgimia (16 JERBAXRNTE T, X470
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skilled workmen to America a oor and the homeless from the
farmlands and villages of Europe. It 0 a chance to live a better life than they
could hope for in the Old World.

*The Pilgrims: To escape religious persecution, they left England and lived in Leyden,
Holland, but they feared their children might become Dutchmen, so in 1620, 201 them sailed
to the New World in a ship called Mayflower. They arrived at Plymouth and built the

Plymouth colony (/ﬁ//]ﬁ/f/ﬁ?ﬁ/f PR, H—FAMIET F%Eﬂ BLN %ﬁ?/ﬁ//]f?’j
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[The Pilgrims were artisans and peasants.]
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*The Puritans and the Massachusetts Bay

The puritans were wealthy and well-educated gentlemen. They wanted to purify the Church
of England. The Puritans leaders saw the New World as a refuge provided by God for those
He meant to save. So in March 1630, the great Puritan migration began. From 1630 to 1643,
some 200 ships transported over 20,000 Englishmen to Massachusetts Bay colony. ( /424
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*Features of the new colonies (A] LA IEFERR, 456 ERIIEE L, 75 5 B )
The features were representative form of government, rule of law, respect of individual rights,
religious tolerance and a strong spirit of individual enterprise.

3. The War of Independence
*Confllcts between the Bri h govern wr nd the America
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*Lexmgton and Concord %
The shot of Lexington (1775) marked the sta
*The Second Continental Congress
Three weeks after the battles of Lexington and Concord, the Second Continental Congress
was held in Philadelphia. The delegates agreed to support the war. The Congress founded a
Continental Army and Navy and appointed a committee to draft a formal declaration.

i Of the War of Independence.

*George Washington: The Congress founded a Continental Army and Navy under the
command of George Washington, a Virginian militia ([ £%) commander.

*Thomas Jefferson: Tomas Jefferson of Virginia drafted the Declaration of Independence. On
July 4, 1776, the Congress adopted the declaration. (Independence Day! 77/2 1776: E/H A
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*The Declaration of Independence and the political theory behind the American Revolution
The Declaration is a clear explanation of the political theory behind the revolution and this

theory came from the British philosopher John Locke. (7.3 & & HI#2 it 5K 5 JE[F 27 5% 5¢ 24
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(In September 1783, the Treaty of Paris was signed. Britain recognized the independence of

the United States.)
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*The American War of Independence and its significance (& X: F#icIZ)

The American War of Independence shows that, in a just war, a weak nation can defeat a

strong one. It was a historic event: by smashmg the fetters[ )R 4] of colonial rule, the

American people gamed inde capitalism a chance for freer

development. It had great intérnational. influence. Fo nce, the colonies in Spanish

America rose up one after ‘other Mn :
4. A New Form of Gov nmU (T
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*The “Great Compromise” o

The “Great Compromise” gave each state an equal vote in the Senate but making
representation in the House reflect the size of each state’s population.

*Federalists and the Federalist Papers
Those who took the lead in urging constitution ratification called themselves Federalists. The
Federalist Papers were Alexander Hamilton, James Madison and John Jay. (#85: %=L A.
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