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  Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important 

for a teacher to help students gain self-confidence than to teach them specific 

knowledge?  

 

  Teacher has been a profession for ages since the existence of human being. As 

early as Greek time, we have prominent teachers as Aristotle and Plato, while in 

ancient China, teachers such as Confucius and Mencius. It is teacher that is playing 

an unceasingly positive impact on the evolution and development of human society. 

They not only instruct us specific knowledge, which enriches our minds and broadens 

our horizon, but also teach us philosophy of life, leading us to self-confidence, self-

worth and self-realization. Then one problem emerges as we delve into the function 

of teacher: which is a more important task of teachers, helping students gain self-

confidence or teaching them specific knowledge? From my perspective, teacher does 

both, and there is no absolute judgment of which one is more important. Only those 

that can do both well are eligible for qualified teachers.  

 

  It is undeniable that teachers' top priority is to impart knowledge to students. 

That is, as a matter of fact, how we define teachers: the person who imparts certain 

knowledge to others. Take history teacher as an example. Some history teachers are 

able to make their classes as lively as possible by illustrating their points through 

interesting historic events and stories. Through this way, they not only attain the 

purpose of knowledge impartment but also make students love their classes, in turn, 

love history. On the contrary, other history teachers are simply teaching knowledge 

for its own sake, without further elaboration of classes. We rarely call this kind of 

teachers "good teacher". Therefore, due to the nature of teachers, it is undeniably 

significant for teachers to impart knowledge to students.  

 

  On the other hand, equally important is teachers' awareness and ability to help 

students gain self-confidence. This, to a certain extent, is the broad definition of 

teacher. With the increasing pace and complexity of modern society, the twentieth-

first century is calling for multiple talents, talents who are not only physically and 

academically capable, but also psychologically capable. Outstanding students with 

weak psychological state or lack of confidence are surely not the employers wanted. 

Therefore, people have attained a common consensus as time passes by that 

students' mentality is of equal importance with the academic knowledge they 

acquire. Therefore, it is this background that calls for teachers to gain the ability to 

help students gain self-confidence. Only when students are confident enough about 

themselves can they have the healthy mentality to perform tasks.  



 

 

 

  Therefore, it is reasonable to maintain that for a teacher, in the present society, 

helping students to gain self-confidence and teaching them specific knowledge are of 

equal importance. It is highly possible that as time elapses, teachers will take on 

more roles besides the two. However, at present, these two core functions of 

teachers should be attached of high priority if one wants to become a teacher or if 

one is judging a teacher. Absence of either one can legitimately take off the crown of 

the seemingly "good teacher".  

 

 

 

  In this era of rapid development in all sphere of society, cooperation weighs 

more and more heavily in both academic discovery and professional working. 

However, there exists endless controvercy about whether cooperation undermines 

the creativity of individual. While some people assert that excessive need of 

cooperation may lead to a dilemma where no sparks of inspiration can easily light the 

world, I would argue that both cooperation and creativity values a lot in 

revolutionary discovery.  

 

  On one hand, there is no doubt about the significance of genius individuals who 

explore the universe of knowledge without cooperation. This significance is 

undeniable especially in terms of arts. We cannot imagine deaf and introvert 

Beethoven have effiecient cooperation to compose brilliant artworks. All his 

symphonies and sonatas derive merely from his excellent music sense as well as his 

distinct experence. Moreover, as he once said, music has no business with others, it 

is the melodic flows in composers' mind, and only individual endeavors can ensure 

that these flows become notes in the scores. Likewise, revolutionary leap in science 

also results from individual struggles. A well-know example is discovery of Einstein's 

relativity theory and Bohr's quantum theory. These two sciencists refused to 

cooperate with each other because their directions of research were completely 

different. As a result of this non-cooperation, they both ushered in new areas of 

physics which remains as two main branches in physics nowadays.  

 

  On the other hand, application of genious theory or composition requires 

cooperation. It is impossible to play Beethoven's symphony with only one musician 

however virtuoso he is. On the contrary, millions of music researchers participate in 

interpretation of these masterpieces and enable following musician to appreciate 

and play these symphonies. Without cooperation of a large orchestra and former 

researchers, Beethoven's remains merely as pale score in yellow papers. Similarly, 

Manhatten Projects's success mainly came from efficient cooperation of hundruds of 



 

 

nuclear scientists who all strive to put Einstein's theory into powerful atomic bomb.  

 

  Judging from all mentioned above, both individual creativity and cooperation 

should be emphesized. /*And students who intend to be backbone in foreseeable 

future should be trained with both quilities in order to achieve success.*/  

 

 

 

 Some people say that computers have made life easier and more convenient. 

Other people say that computers have made life more complex and stressful. What 

is your opinion? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.  

 

  I bet a lot of people will choose the computer if you ask them what the greatest 

invention of 20th century is. Obviously, the computer has changed our lives 

significantly from many ways. At the same time, some people hold the idea that the 

computer makes our life more complex and stressful. Conversely, I still think that 

because of the advent of the computer, our life is becoming easier and convenient.  

 

  If the computer was not invented, you would have to search a lot of information 

from books or periodicals about a resort when you wanted to visit a new place which 

you totally had no idea about. Fortunately, the computer gives us access to get 

information immediately. By connecting to the internet, you can find almost every 

thing about a resort without going to library or travel agency to ask for information.  

 

  Also, just imagine that you will go to a gorgeous south pacific island, named Fuji, 

and you want to record your sweet memory about this trip. Thus, what do you need 

to bring with you? A camera and a video are needed to record trip, and a cell phone 

is also necessary when you want to communicate with your friends. They are very 

heavy to carry, and I bet you do not want to bring a lot of things with you. If you use 

a laptop, you can take photos with your laptop and send them immediately by 

connecting to the wireless internet connection of your hotel. Similarly, you can use 

Skype to phone your friends. Although you might think the pictures taken by the 

computer are not clear enough, the computer producers nowadays are producing 

the laptop with higher quality of pictures. Also, the size and weight of the laptop is 

smaller and lighter. I am sure that you will not wait for a long time to get an ideal 

laptop that is going to benefit your life.  

 

  To sum up, I totally agree with the idea that computer make us live more 

conveniently and easily. The fact that the computer is used by more and more people 

can not be ignored, and if we were not allowed to use computer someday, our life 



 

 

would be a big mess because sometimes we need the computer to share our 

information within a few minutes and to get knowledge when we need it urgently. 

We cannot live without the computer.  

 

  97 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Teachers should be 

paid according to how much their students learn. Give specific reasons and examples 

to support your opinion.  

 

  A school often gives its students the deepest impression in their life because not 

only did it broaden students’ sights by education, but teachers’ influences on 

students as well. Nowadays some individuals hold the idea that teachers should be 

paid according to how much their students learn. Frankly speaking, I consider this 

kind of behavior not a well informed decision.  

 

  Salaries that people earn are decided by people’s performances. Teachers are 

no exception. How much money teachers can get should equal how much efforts 

teachers make. In this case, by evaluating the amount of knowledge that students get 

to decide salaries of teachers sounds reasonable; however, there are some problems 

if this plan is carried out.  

 

  First and foremost, it is not fair for teachers if they are only judged by students. 

Everyone’s energy is not infinite, which means after a period of time of studying, 

students are likely to be lethargic and tiredness so that they do not want to study 

anymore even if they know the importance of studying. In this case, although 

teachers have tried their best to teach students knowledge as much as they can, 

some students cannot learn more. Thus, students might get lower marks. Marks is an 

crucial part deciding how much students learn and how much money teachers can 

get. It’s obviously not teachers’ responsibilities that students cannot get high marks 

because teachers have already devoted themselves to their career.  

 

  Also, how much students learn cannot be truly evaluated. Is the school’s 

performance the only way to decide a student’s knowledge? We cannot simply give 

children a test to discover how much they have learned in a class. Tests rarely 

measure one’s social skills, one’s ability to communicate, or one’s ability to 

integrate successfully into the world. Thus, it is not a wise idea to think that teachers 

should be paid according to the amount of knowledge students learn.  

 

To sum up, because of unfairness of teachers and not being able to measure 

how much students learn, the fact that teachers’ salaries are depend on the 

amount of knowledge students learn is not advisable.  



 

 

 

 

  Some high schools require all students to wear school uniforms. Other high 

schools permit students to decide what to wear to school. Which of these two 

school policies do you think is better? Use specific reasons and examples to 

support your opinion.'  

 

  Almost all young people like wearing fancy clothes. It is human nature that we 

like dressing us well to attract people’s attention. Thus, some high schools’ 

requiring all students to wear school uniforms may annoy a lot of students. They may 

have a sense of being in jail. Like prisoner, wearing same clothes and doing same 

activities every day. However, as far as I see, the advantages of wearing school is 

considerably worthwhile than its disadvantages.  

 

  Violence in school draws more attention nowadays because it becomes more 

serious than before. There’s an investigation in the United States that the 

percentage of violence happened in campus declined significantly in some schools 

which require uniforms. Thus, we can draw a conclusion that wearing uniforms is 

possible a good method to cope with increase in violence, which is both good for the 

safety of schools and society.  

 

  Wearing uniforms does not only decrease bad behaviors in schools, but it makes 

students value their classmates in a wise way as well. Although we do not want 

concede our thoughts, it is true that a large number of people judge someone by 

their appearance. If a person dress well, he or she gives the impression of being well 

disposed and well spoken, which leads others to want to make friends with him or 

her. However, is that the right way to know a person? We are supposed to make 

friends according to their moral, loyalty and mentality. When students all wear 

uniforms, they have more chances to value classmates by what they are doing, what 

they are thinking, and what their ambitions are, so they may not just focus on 

appearance.  

 

  Finally, reducing families’ economic burden is one benefit caused by requiring 

students wear uniforms. The fact that there are still a lot of families with low 

incomes can not afford to buy many clothes should be considered. Requiring 

students to wear uniforms, schools make contribution to help those relatively poor 

families.  

 

  To conclude, wearing school uniforms is a well informed decision, which 

benefits society, students and their families. Although there might be a lot of 



 

 

opposition from students, they will gradually be aware of the benefits that uniforms 

bring to them.  

 Films can tell us a lot about the country where they were made. What have you 

learned about a country from watching its movies? Use specific examples and 

details to support your response.  

 

  Movies have already become one of the most important parts of our lives. 

People enjoy different kinds of movies, such as entertaining movies that make people 

laugh and forget all the trouble for a moment, and serious movies that have people 

think about lives. Also, people like watching movies made by different countries 

because they can learn various culture, history, and what other people’ thoughts are.  

 

  Movies provide us access to exotic cultures. We can always learn a lot about 

another country, such as decoration of the houses, daily food, and different 

behaviors. For example, it’s better for you to make as much noise as you can when 

you are eating noodles in a Japanese restaurant because from Japanese people’ 

opinions, you are showing your adoration of the noodles by doing so. I am always 

attracted by these sorts of interesting exotic customs because I can both widen my 

horizon and be aware of what I should do when I go to another country.  

 

  Movies can not only show us culture, but tell us history stories as well. For those 

who have background knowledge, they can have a better understanding of the 

movie; while for those who are equipped with little historical knowledge can start to 

know it from the movie they are watching. A large number of movies illustrate 

incidents happened in certain period of time, which make people think and learn. 

When I was watching the movie named “Rwanda Hotel”, I was deeply touched and 

impressed by the terrible massacre and kind-hearted people, which encourages me 

to be brave and tough no matter how big the trouble is.  

 

  Furthermore, getting to know about various ideologies is another crucial aspect 

of watching movies made by other countries. Movie is a perfect outlet to promote 

relationship between different nations, and we gradually know what other 

countries’ people’s thoughts simultaneously. By enjoying movies, I find that 

there is a huge difference between Canadians and people in my country. We consider 

filial piety one of the most important things in our life because parents gave us birth 

and nurtured us, so we have obligation to respect them and take care of them when 

they no longer can take of themselves well. Conversely, Canadians are more likely to 

have their parents enjoy lives by themselves; order people usually live far away from 

their offspring and do all kinds of things by themselves.  

 



 

 

  To sum up, watching movies made by other countries is an excellent way to 

learn about different culture, history and people’s thoughts.  

 


