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Task2

Some people argue that people born with natural abilities are more likely to 

succeed. Other people believe success can be achieved through hard work. What's 

your opinion?

I think for anyone to achieve real success, hard work and perseverance are more 

important than natural talent. Suppose you have inherited sports genes from 

your parents who are basketball players. You are tall, you have strong muscles 

and you have quick reactions. But do these make you a great basketball player? 

Not necessarily! To become a truly outstanding basketball player, you have to 

go through years of hard training, learning the skills and strategies of the 

basketball game, and learning to work with your team mates. Then you have to 

participate in hundreds of real games to build up your experience. I think in 

many other areas, the key to success is the same: you have to work really hard, 

no matter how naturally talented you are.

Task3

阅读：学生写倡议信，建议学校体育馆应该开设多一点免费的 group classes，比如 Yoga, 

Karate等等，而且应该免费。 

听力：女学生觉得这是个好主意，她以前和朋友去上过类似的 group class，觉得很有趣

且实用，自己一个人锻炼没意思。而且，因为很多学生都可以去做 volunteer教课，所以

课程完全可以免费。男生提出一个问题，volunteer 不专业啊。女生说可以偶尔请 city 

gym裡的老师来当 volunteer。

A student has proposed that the university gym should provide more free group 

classes like yoga and karate to students. In the conversation, the girl thinks 

that this is a great idea. She says that first, she and her friends have been 

to group classes before and they find these classes a lot more fun than doing 

sports alone. Secondly, she says that a lot of students will volunteer to teach 

these classes. So the classes can be offered free of charge. They can even ask 

teachers from the city gym to come and teach voluntarily as well.

Task4



阅读：niche constructions。 

听力：南美丛林某种蚂蚁只栖息在一种树上，需要某个 specific kind of tree to build 

nest，且吃那种树的叶子。有其他树或植物在附近生长的话，蚂蚁就回去放毒，杀死他们，

来确保有足够的空间和 nutrients for the trees to grow。这样就他们赖以生存的树可

以很好地生长，获得更多资源，进而枝繁叶茂，而蚂蚁的领地也不断扩大。

The reading passage defines a term called niche construction. It means the 

process in which an organism alters its own environment to increase its chances 

of survival. The lecture then provides an example. A species of ant (comment by 

doufujijing: possibly “the lemon ant”) lives in the forest. The lemon ants 

make their homes in the bodies of a specific type of tree, feeding on its 

leaves. To ensure the prevalence of these trees, the lemon ants would try to 

suppress the growth of other trees and plants growing nearby. To do so, the 

lemon ants would release a poisonous chemical which would kill the “unneeded” 

trees or plants. Since the lemon ants’ home trees do not have other plants to 

compete with for resources, they can grow prosperously, which means the lemon 

ants’ habitat can be safely protected and expanded. 

Task5

【学生困难】女生说她的 film study class 明天要看最后一个 film，但是她有一个 

doctor appointment so she could not make it to the lecture but she really wants 

to write her final paper on the last film because it interests her the 

most.【解决方案】1. 男生建议她去 rent the film，但是女生说 but she would miss 

the discussion on the second half of the class that her professor is very good 

at pointing out the techniques used, etc. 2. 然后男生说那你可以写之前看的那些

film啊！然后女生说但是这一部是最让我感兴趣的啊！ 

The woman has a film study class. She is supposed to watch a film in this class 

and then write a paper on this film, but the problem is that she has a 

doctor’s appointment at the same time so she would miss the class. She could 

either rent this film and write about it without attending the class discussion, 

or she could choose a different film to write about, one that she has seen 

before. I would suggest that the girl rent the same film and write the paper 

after watching it. As the woman mentioned, this is her favorite film, and I 

think she cannot write a good paper on a film if the film does not interest her. 

Also, I don’t think the woman should be worried about missing part of the 



class discussion. She can ask her classmates about the discussion later to make 

up for what she has missed.

Task6

Two advantages of setting operational goals 

老板制定 operational goals有两个好处，第一，motivate employees，比如一个鞋店，

老板跟服务员说每个月至少要卖 50 双鞋，服务员就会更努力地推销鞋，销售业绩就更好。

第二，提供 measurement of performance，再拿鞋店的例子来说，老板设置了每个月卖 

50 双的目标，就可以拿员工有没有达到这个标准来评价员工的表现，以此决定要不要给奖

金 bonus，或者加工资 raise。

The lecture talks about two advantages of setting operational goals. The first 

advantage is that setting operational goals can motivate employees to work 

harder. For example, if a boss in a shoe store requires his or her employees to 

sell at least 50 pairs of shoes every month, the employees will try to achieve 

the target by working hard. The second advantage is that it provides a means of 

measuring performance. Take the shoe company again. The target of 50 pairs of 

shoes a month can be a specific standard based on which an employee’s 

performance can be evaluated. Thus, the boss can decide who gets a bonus or a 

raise and who does not.
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小朋友课后作业和活动是否应该规定，还是让小朋友自己选择做什么


