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Task2

Some people argue that people born with natural abilities are more likely to
succeed. Other people believe success can be achieved through hard work. What’s
your opinion?

I think for anyone to achieve real success, hard work and perseverance are more
important than natural talent. Suppose you have inherited sports genes from
your parents who are basketball players. You are tall, you have strong muscles
and you have quick reactions. But do these make you a great basketball player?
Not necessarily! To become a truly outstanding basketball player, you have to
go through years of hard training, learning the skills and strategies of the
basketball game, and learning to work with your team mates. Then you have to
participate in hundreds of real games to build up your experience. I think in
many other areas, the key to success is the same: you have to work really hard,

no matter how naturally talented you are
Task3
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A student has proposed that the university gym should provide more free group
classes like yoga and karate to students. In the conversation, the girl thinks
that this is a great idea. She says that first, she and her friends have been
to group classes before and they find these classes a lot more fun than doing
sports alone. Secondly, she says that a lot of students will volunteer to teach
these classes. So the classes can be offered free of charge. They can even ask

teachers from the city gym to come and teach voluntarily as well.
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The reading passage defines a term called niche construction. It means the
process in which an organism alters its own environment to increase its chances
of survival. The lecture then provides an example. A species of ant (comment by
doufujijing: possibly “the lemon ant” ) lives in the forest. The lemon ants
make their homes in the bodies of a specific type of tree, feeding on its
leaves. To ensure the prevalence of these trees, the lemon ants would try to
suppress the growth of other trees and plants growing nearby. To do so, the
lemon ants would release a poisonous chemical which would kill the “unneeded”
trees or plants. Since the lemon ants’ home trees do not have other plants to
compete with for resources, they can grow prosperously, which means the lemon

ants’ habitat can be safely protected and expanded.
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The woman has a film study class. She is supposed to watch a film in this class
and then write a paper on this film, but the problem is that she has a

doctor’ s appointment at the same time so she would miss the class. She could
either rent this film and write about it without attending the class discussion,
or she could choose a different film to write about, one that she has seen
before. I would suggest that the girl rent the same film and write the paper
after watching it. As the woman mentioned, this is her favorite film, and I
think she cannot write a good paper on a film if the film does not interest her.

Also, I don’ t think the woman should be worried about missing part of the



class discussion. She can ask her classmates about the discussion later to make

up for what she has missed.
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Two advantages of setting operational goals
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The lecture talks about two advantages of setting operational goals. The first
advantage is that setting operational goals can motivate employees to work
harder. For example, if a boss in a shoe store requires his or her employees to
sell at least 50 pairs of shoes every month, the employees will try to achieve
the target by working hard. The second advantage is that it provides a means of
measuring performance. Take the shoe company again. The target of 50 pairs of
shoes a month can be a specific standard based on which an employee’ s
performance can be evaluated. Thus, the boss can decide who gets a bonus or a

raise and who does not
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