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Chapter 1
Introduction and Analyses
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A. About the SAT Test

Formerly known as The Scholastic Aptitude Test or The Scholastic Assessment Test
(SAT), the SAT is now commonly known as The SAT Reasoning Test. It is a stand-
ardized test for college admissions in the United States. Introduced in 1901, it has
changed several times in its scoring system and name. The current test, updated in
2005, takes three hours and forty-five minutes. Possible scores range from 600 to
2400, combining test results from three 800-point sections ( math, critical reading, and

writing) .

B. About the SAT Critical Reading Section

As an important skill not only essential to college success, but also difficult to com-
mand, critical reading can never be overemphasized. It is one of the three major parts
in the SAT test, making up of three scored sections, two 25-minute sections and one
20-minute section. This part asks multiple choice questions, each with five answers.
The questions are weighted equally. For each correct answer, one raw point is added.
For each incorrect answer one-fourth of a point is deducted. Questions usually go in
the order of the difficulty of the passage, and the number of questions about each pas-
sage is proportional to the length of the passage. Overall, questions set towards the

beginning of this part are easier, and questions set towards the end are harder. This
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may not always be true, but it is the rule of thumb in the SAT test.

The SAT Critical Reading includes sentence completions and questions about short
and long passages. In the sentence completion part, there are several incomplete
sentences with one or two blanks. From the five given answers, you are required to
complete each sentence with the best choice. A good foundation in syntax and a rich
vocabulary will greatly facilitate the completion of these sentences. In the passage
part, there are short and long passages, each followed by a few questions. In terms
of vocabulary, it is not as intense as the sentence completion part, but the questions
may also test your understanding of certain words in the passages and your interpreta-
tion of the meaning of the complex sentences. Since some passages may be as long
as over 800 words and reading them takes a considerable of time, skimming and scan-
ning skills are crucial for the successful performance in this part. Now let’s take a look

at sentence completion and questions about passages separately.

a. Sentence Completion

The sentence-completion part is a measurement of your vocabulary and ability to iden-
tify the logical relationships between words and sentences. You are required to demon-
strate your understanding of a large vocabulary extending far beyond everyday Eng-
lish. Moreover, you should be able to employ the second, third, or even the four
sense of a word, which is often neglected by careless readers. In addition, you must
have the ability to use the grammar knowledge, analyze the sentence structure and
perceive the logic development of complicated sentences. Therefore, you should read
each sentence very carefully because every word or part of the sentence is there for a
reason. Only in this way can you select one or two words that best complete a given
sentence.

About one-blank and two-blank sentences, some students may think the former are
easier to complete than the latter. It might be true in some cases, but generally speak-
ing, two-blank sentences give more clues and turn out to be less challenging. For one
thing, in one-blank sentences, you need to know all the five choices, or your guessing
is just hit-or-miss, while in two-blank sentences there are ten words given and there is
bound to be some less difficult words. When you complete two-blank sentences, take
one-blank at a time, whichever is easier for you and whichever you have more infor-
mation for. If you identify one word doesn’t fit into the sentence, you can dismiss both
of the words in that choice. For another, two-blank sentences are normally longer than
one-blank ones. Consequently, from the context there are more clues which in turn

help you spot the best choice. Logically the two words in one choice can either rein-
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force each other or contradict with each other. The setback is that the logic develop-
ment in long sentences may not be straightforward and it may take longer time to figure
out.

In sentence completion part, try to fill in the blanks with your own words first, so that
when you are looking at the answer choices, you are basically looking for something
that you are already thinking about. If you can’t find the word that you are looking for,
you should aggressively get rid of bad answer choices, the ones that are obviously
wrong. | would suggest if you can get rid of at least one or two incorrect answer
choices, you should take a guess and move on to the next question. Also, when you
read the sentences through, you should pick up on words like although, rather or how-
ever; words that are going to shift the logic of the sentence usually set up some kind of

contrast. The following are the examples of one-blank and two-blank sentences.

One-blank Sentences

Example 1
The military coup is planning a scheme to overthrow and replace the incumbent
government.

A. subversive B. eclectic

C. cacophonous D. defunct

E. impromptu

e First and foremost, you need to know the meanings and, better still, the parts of
speech of these five choices. Before you try to make your choice, look at the sentence
to have the general idea and get as many clues as possible from the words and struc-
ture given. Then come up with a word of your own. Here is one approach you may
employ to tackle this sentence. When you plan something, it can’t be E (impromptu) .
It can’t be D ( defunct) either unless it is proven by the fact. Choice C ( cacophonous)
is about sound, noise or voice while Choice B ( eclectic) is about components/ele-
ments from different sources. Besides, the words overthrow and replace imply what
kind of scheme is being planned. The answer is A ( subversive).

Example 2
There are general against the president after the company suffered financial los-
ses on the market.
A. obituaries B. epitaphs
C. obloquies D. epitomes
E. equinoxes
e From the incomplete sentence, we can know that the missing word is a noun with a de-
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rogatory sense, similar to blame, reproach, or reprimand in meaning. Of all the five
choices, only Choice C is close to these words in meaning, and it is the right choice.
Of course, unless you are familiar with these five SAT words, it is quite hard for you to
get the right answer.

Two-blank Sentences

Example 3
After attending his lectures and listening to his speeches, Susan decided to
change her preconceived notion that he was and hard to fathom.

A. incomprehensible . .. ambiguous B. equivocal . .. misleading

C. garrulous . .. loquacious D. laconic ... succinct

E. voluble . .. iniquitous

e In the previous example, you need to take two blanks into consideration. Apart from
the meaning of the sentence, you have to think about its logic. The words change and
preconceived indicate that the word in the second blank is contrary to that in the first in
meaning. To make things even clearer, the phrase hard to fathom implies that the
word for the second blank has some negative meaning. Only Choice E has two words
with totally different meanings, so it is the right answer.

Example 4
His book on the history of this topic is admittedly conventional or even ; none-
theless, it is work that covers a considerable amount of ground.

A. exclusive ... an inclusive B. meticulous ... a comprehensible

C. rapacious ... an analogous D. dubious ... a comprehensive

E. contingent ... an indisputable
e Here are the three steps to analyze the above sentence.

i. The word even implies that the word for the first blank goes down further in meaning
from the neutral word conventional, so it should be a negative word and, like con-
ventional, about quality.

ii. The word nonetheless goes to the opposite and switches from the negative to posi-
tive direction. Therefore, the second blank must have a positive word about quantity
related to amount.

iii. The words for both blanks should be qualified to modify book/work. In other
words, they should form the right collocations with book/work.

Of all the five choices, only Choice D matches the analysis.

The four preceding sentences are presented to show that vocabulary plays a key role
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in correctly completing sentences with blanks in the SAT. If you know none of the
words in the choices, you are at the mercy of guessing. Nevertheless, finding clues
from the words and structure given is equally important. If you know the logic develop-
ment of the ideas and what the writer/author of the sentence wants to say, the

chances of making the right choice are high.

b. Passage-based questions

In the passage part, topics may vary from social sciences, humanities to natural sci-
ences and personal narratives. Quite often you are required to compare two related
passages of opposing views on one topic. The length of the passages chosen ranges
from 100 words to 850 words. In addition to vocabulary, this part tests your ability to
skim, scan, analyze, synthesize, and summarize the information in a passage. You
should also be able to make inferences by perceiving the author’s tone, diction, atti-
tude, and purpose. Though challenging or even formidable for many high school
students, the SAT Critical Reading is not at all impenetrable or inscrutable. Let us start

with passages.

What kinds of prose are chosen in the SAT critical reading section?

Even though the passages in the SAT critical reading section cover a great variety of
topics, they generally fall into three categories: narratives (to tell), arguments (to
persuade) and exposition (to explain). When you skim a passage, ask yourself what
the purpose of the passage is: Is it to tell a story with a conflict, to persuade you to ac-
cept an opinion, or to analyze a concept with facts?

Narratives center upon conflicts which present problems for protagonists to solve. This
kind of prose usually starts with the introduction of a conflict followed by the conflict de-
velopment before it is solved. When you read, pay special attention to when, where,
who, what and how. But don’t go too much into detail at the first reading, or you may
waste time on the details that are irrelevant to any of the questions.

Unlike narratives, argumentative prose focuses on a thesis. It tries to persuade read-
ers to believe in the author's argument. When you read an argumentative passage, it
is equally important to understand what the author argues for as well as what he/she
argues against. Remember to answer questions based on the author's arguments and
logic, not what you think is right or wrong.

Different from the two categories above, expository prose is meant to provide readers
with factual information. It is written in the third person from a neutral point of view and

without emotion, so it is objective supported by what has happened or what exists. Im-
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portant information is obtained from causes and effects which explain what brings out

the final result.

What types of questions are asked in the SAT critical reading section?

Reading passages is only part of the critical reading process. To gauge your compre-
hension, different types of questions are asked in the SAT. How these questions are
answered directly affects your score for this part and your overall score. You may find
the critical reading part more time-consuming, more challenging and harder to excel in
than any other parts in the test, but once you know what to expect, answering these
questions becomes much easier.

First, unlike classroom questions from your teachers, these questions are objective,
namely, they have answers every good English teacher will agree upon and the an-
swers are cut-and-dried. As you work on this part, there is no need to stretch beyond
the passage or combine your personal experience with the information presented. All
you are required to do is to focus on what is conveyed or implied in the reading materi-
als.

Second, though of large quantity and great variety, the SAT passage-based reading

questions can be classified into questions of purpose, central idea and general struc-

ture. From a different perspective, they can also be divided into literal, inferential and

analytical questions, which overlap with the previous classification, i.e., all the ques-

tions of purpose, general idea, and structure can be literal, inferential or analytical.
Literal questions are usually easier. They are about the information directly presented
in the passage. Sometimes they can be about the meaning of a certain word or phrase
in the passage, or about a pronoun and its antecedent or reference. Answers to infer-
ential questions are harder to get. You are to make inferences or draw certain conclu-
sions based on a sentence and/or the context around it. With analytical questions,
you have to analyze, synthesize or summarize, quite often, the whole text to get the
right answer.

The following are a few examples of the SAT critical reading questions .

Example 1
The primary purpose of the passage is to

e This question of purpose is inferential or analytical. You can’t get the right answer by
reading only one phrase or one sentence. You need to read the whole passage, and

analyze it to make inferences or draw conclusions.
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Example 2

In line 9, “pine” most nearly means

e This is a literal question regarding a word. It may test your understanding of its sec-
ond, third, or even fourth sense. To identify which sense is used, you need to com-
prehend the context in which this word is used. The word pine usually means a conifer-
ous tree, but do you know it is also a verb, meaning to long painfully, to yearn deep-
ly? From the context, you must judge which meaning is employed here.

Example 3
The “ paradox” in line 34 and 43 refers to

e This is another literal question concerning a word, but it asks for its reference. To an-
swer this kind of question, you need to go back to the sentences before or read the
sentences after this word to find the reference.

Example 4

The author’s strategy in the first paragraph of Passage 1 is best described as one that uses

e This question is about the author’s style or tone. Only by analyzing the first paragraph
of Passage 1 can you be sure which answer to choose.

Example 5
The author would most probably agree that

e The answer to the question is not explicitly expressed, but implied in the reading mate-
rial, so you must get the general attitude of the author in the reading material to under-
stand the implication and make inferences.

While most reading comprehension questions are straightforward, some questions can
be tricky with negative words. Be aware of these small but critical words. Here are two

examples.

Example 6
The narrator mentions all of the following as problems EXCEPT .

Example 7

Which of the following arguments will the author disagree with?

o In this kind of questions, pay special attention to the negative words EXCEPT, DISA-
GREE, or sometimes NOT. Bear these negative words in mind when you make
choices. Find the answer that is NOT mentioned, supported, or is contrary to the
author’s opinion, attitude, etc.
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When you read passages in the SAT test, you should read quickly, especially in the
first skimming. When you answer the question, however, | would suggest that you
take your time. It doesn’t mean that you take no notice of time, but that you need to
understand what the question asks about and where to find the right answer. Many
students read extremely slowly at first reading, and then rush through the questions
with many wrong answers. Some don’t read the question carefully, and they are likely
to miss words like except, the least or not. In other words, the answer choice is going
to be what is not mentioned or what contradicts the content of the passage. Therefore,
reading the question carefully is really important. Don’t spend too much time reading
the passage. Instead, spend more of your time locating the right answer and answer-
ing the question. Remember. you don’t get points for reading the passage; you only
get points for successfully answering questions.

| believe the preceding elaborate explanations have given you some ideas about the
SAT critical reading section. It is challenging, and you can’t expect yourself to make
great progress in this area overnight, but with assiduous work and commitment, you

are sure to overcome the difficulty and succeed in what you are striving for.
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As the proverb says opportunities only favor those who are prepared, your success lies
in your persistence and perseverance in getting yourself ready for challenges ahead.
The SAT is not a test you can excel without effort. If, by any chance, you breeze
through it, the chances are that other students can do it well too.

As the SAT is a norm-referenced test—Norm-referenced tests ( NRTs) compare a
person’s score against the scores of a group of people who have already taken the
same exam, your performance in the test is compared with those of the other test-tak-
ers, most of whom are native speakers of the English language in the United States.
The critical reading part is difficult for American high school students, let alone for our
Chinese students to whom English is a second or foreign language. To get 95 percen-
tile in the SAT (2000 or higher out of 2400) , you must do all you can to improve your
reading skill and comprehension. You must read all the time to enlarge your vocabula-

ry and consolidate your grammar knowledge.

A. Build Up Vocabulary Bank

The SAT critical reading section questions the student’s understanding of the vocabula-
ry, content and style of specific reading passages. This section is the most time de-
manding, with some passages taking up to 15 minutes. Vocabulary plays a key role in
both sentence completion and passage comprehension, so it is necessary to boost

your knowledge of SAT-level words.
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a. Make use of contexts

One way to improve your vocabulary is reading. By reading a great deal, you will en-
counter new and valuable words. You will learn the meanings of many of these words
in context by perceiving a clear connection between a new word and the words that
surround it.

Here are two examples:

Example 1

. In this program, the students have hardly learned more than what they could pick up
from their hobbies during out-of-school hours, so it is no exaggeration to say that this
program is palpably a farce . . .
What does the word palpably mean in the context?

A. apparently B. probably
C. remarkably D. disruptively
E. consistently
e From the context, it is obvious that the program is not successful. Besides, the word
farce (foolish show) further confirms the meaning of the first part of the sentence.

Therefore, Choice A is the right answer.

Example 2
. the researchers become convinced not only that such patients cannot endure any
praise or appreciation but that they react inversely to the progress of the treatment.

The word inversely most probably means

A. inadvertently B. poorly-versed

C. the opposite way D. deliberately

E. conscientiously

e In the context, the conjunction not only ... but also shows that the second part of the

sentence furthers the concept of the first part. Praise and progress are both positive
words. Therefore, it is safe to say that if such patients react poorly to praise, they
don’t accept progress in the normal way. Instead, they react to progress negatively.
Choice C is correct.

b. Find new words’ relatives

Once you are a junior or senior, or even just a sophomore, you have already had a

fairly large English vocabulary bank. Therefore, mostly probably many new words are

10
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not totally new to you. You will know their “relatives” either in meaning, spelling, pro-
nunciation, formation, or usage.
Look at the following examples .

Match the word in CAPITAL with one of the five words listed:

Example 3

Perennial
A. perfect B. noticeable
C. unceasing D. superlative

E. figurative
e You may already know the words permanent and annual. They are perennial’s relative in
word formation and meaning. If you put these two words together, you can get peren-
nial which means all-year-round, or continuing. Continuing is a relative of perennial in
meaning. Which of the five words means continuing or non-stopping? Obviously un-
ceasing is the right choice. In this way, you learn the word faster and retain it for a
longer time.

Example 4
Embellish
A. embezzle B. employ
C. enumerate D. accentuate
E. adorn
e The words embellish ( beautify) and embezzle (use fraudulently) are very similar in
spelling. ldentify the distracter and avoid the trap. Instead, make use of their spellings
to tell them apart in meaning. Choice C enumerate reminds us of numbers while Choice
D accentuate has something to do with accent or stress. If you look up embezzle and
employ in a dictionary, you’ll find they have nothing to do with each other in meaning.

Now you can associate embellish with adorn. They are relatives in meaning.

Quite often words of the same root are similar in meaning. These words are relatives in

both meaning and spelling. Have a look at the following group of words:

Example 5

Imaginary, imaginative, imaginable

e These three adjectives are all derived from imagine and all have something to do with /-
magination, but, due to their different suffixes, there are some differences in their

meanings and in their usage. Check a good dictionary to see the differences.

11
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However, some words may share the same root, but are totally irrelative in meaning.
These words are relatives in spelling, but not in meaning, so don’t be misled by how

similar they look.

Example 6

official (formal) , officious (nosy) ;

phone (call, telephone) , phony (not genuine, counterfeit) ;
different (not the same) , indifferent (apathetic) ;

restful ( peaceful) , restive (impatient, stubborn) ;

interested ( showing interest) , disinterested (unbiased)

There are more of such pairs, but only five are listed to show that it can be wrong to

guess the meaning of a word simply by its spelling.

c. Set up word webs

With unknown words, you may set up word webs, associating new words with other
words new or familiar to you in spelling, meaning ( similar or opposite) and usage. For

instance,

demography—census chide— castigate— chastise
censure

consent—consensus censor—censorious

Censure is an SAT word. In meaning, you may associate it with chide, castigate,
chastise; in meaning and spelling, censor and censorious can be easily connected
with it. Censure, census, and consensus look quite similar and they can be confu-
sing. Why don’t you put them together to see how different they are and in what way?
Once you know which means what, you can further expand the web to include demog-
raphy, consent, etc. Learning a word in relation with other words is much easier than
memorizing it in isolation. To put it in another way, setting word webs shortens the fa-

miliarization process.

d. Remember prefixes, suffixes and roots

With the exception of singular syllable words, many English words consist of a root, a
suffix and/or a prefix. A root normally gives you the basic meaning of a word while a
suffix may change its parts of speech and a prefix may change its meaning. For in-
stance, the words cacophonous and prescription may look difficult for you, but if you di-

vide them into three parts, you’ll find them much easier to understand and remember .
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Example 7

phone (n. v.) (sound, telephone, call)

cacophony (n.) (inharmonious sound)

cacophonous (a. ) (having inharmonious/discordant sound)

Example 8

scribe (v.) (write)

prescribe (v. ) (write the direction before a treatment is applied)
prescription (n.) (a direction from a doctor for the use of a medicine)

Sometimes, however, words with negative prefixes do not necessarily have negative

meanings.

Example 9
passionate (‘having intense emotion) , impassionate( filled with passion)
flammable ( combustible) , inflammable ( flammable)

Though both impassionate and inflammable have the negative prefixes im-and in-, they
are synonyms to passionate and flammable respectively. These are just two excep-
tions to the general rule of negative prefixes.

Remembering English prefixes, suffixes and roots may not solve all your vocabulary
problems, it is, nonetheless, one of the useful ways to help you learn and memorize

new words.
e. Cramming and rote-learning

While often considered classic and negative, cramming and rote-learning are becoming
more and more common among students who would like to augment their vocabulary
within a few months or only a few weeks. These ways have proved to be very effec-
tive, especially in memorizing new words.

By cramming, | suggest that you go over an SAT glossary, learn 20 to 30 words a
day. Towards the end of a week, review all the words, including the sentences in
which they appear. To make cramming more meaningful, you may write down all the
new words you come across in a text, memorize the text. In this way not only do you
get to know the new words, but also how they are used in the context.

Rote-learning sounds simplistic and childish, but if you read aloud new words several
times, better still, if you use your index finger to write the word in the air or on the desk
at the same time, you are making use of several of your senses ( mouth, ears, eyes,

finger) which enforce each other to help you learn new words through different channels.
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Learning new words, especially when you try to learn many new words within a short
period of time, is a constant battle against oblivion. It is said that it takes at least four
or five times to encounter a new word before it stays in your memory. Given the fact
that learning new words is a time-consuming process, it is better to start now and be

persistent and consistent.

B. Consolidate Grammar Know ledge

In linguistics, grammar is a set of structural rules that govern the composition of sen-
tences, phrases, and words in any given natural language. Without proper grammar
knowledge, it is almost impossible to have reading comprehension; without advanced
grammar knowledge, it is hard to understand long and complex sentences. In the SAT
critical reading section, many of the sentences and passages are formal and academi-
cally related, thus more complex in their structures and meanings. You must follow the
grammar rules in the texts to understand what the authors are driving at. The following
are a few suggestions to help you improve reading comprehension with your grammar

knowledge.

a. Find the main subject and verb

Sentences with several clauses may look long and intimidating, but don’t panic. No
matter how long or how complicated a sentence is, you will find it easy to understand if
you peel off its nonessential parts and find its main subject and verb.

Here are some examples:

Example 1
A small quantity of a toxic chemical may have little impact if it is spilled into theocean

from a ship, but the same amount of the same chemical can have a much bigger impact

punzped i/zto;? /eike gr riyer ( Whoere thfre i’s /eoss clloaan szter Eo dis;zerse C{t ).
e This C(;ordinate sent;ence has two clauses joined by but.
In the first clause, there are the subject, verb and the object plus a if conditional clause.
In the second clause, there are the subject, verb and the object plus a past participle
phrase in which there is an attributive clause introduced by where.
Therefore, the skeleton of this sentence is like this.
. quantity ... may have ... impactif... , but... amount ... can have ... im-

pact pumped . .. where . ..
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Example 2
At last, however, as he approached a humble cabin, his eyes brightened, for he read (in
the heart of the woman who saw him coming) that she haﬁken pity on his forlorn condi-
tion and that her hospitality would overcome the dread his appearance caused.
* In the above sentence, there are only three words in its main clause. his eyes bright-
ened.
As ... cabin is a time clause;
for ... caused is a clause of reason;
in for ... clause, the verb read is followed by two fhat clauses as objects:
. for he read . .. that she had taken pity on his forlorn condition and that her hospi-
tality would overcome the dread his appearance caused
About for: It is usually used as a preposition: / bought a book for you. However, in
this sentence, it is used as a conjunction, similar to because, as, since, but it is wea-
ker. When for is used as a conjunction, it can never be used at the beginning of a sen-
tence.
The prepositional phrase in brackets shows where: (in the heart of the woman who
saw him coming) . In this phrase, there is an adjective clause who ... coming, modi-
fying the woman.
In the second that object clause, there is also an attributive clause his appearance
caused, modifying the dread.
To make this long sentence easy to understand, look at its basic structure.
. ,as... , ... eyes brightened, for... in... who ... that... and that ...

Having said that, it doesn’t mean that structure alone will solve all the problems in
reading comprehension. In the above two examples, you can’t have a thorough under-
standing unless you know the meaning of the words impact, pump, disperse, ap-

proach, forlorn, hospitality, etc.

b. Don’t take negative words at surface value

Generally speaking, negative words have negative meaning, but in some structures

there may be a twist in their meaning.

Example 3

The world’s oceans and rivers have never been under more pressure from pollution.

e You may think that this sentence is a negative sentence, but lo and behold, it means.
The world’s oceans and rivers are under more pressure from pollution than they were
anytime before.
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In other words, the world’s oceans and rivers are under unprecedented pressure from
pollution.

In English, the structure ... never/not ... more/less ( comparative degree) ... is

comparative in form, but superlative in meaning.

Example 4

A. The stock market is fluctuating a lot these days.

B. I can’t care less.

A. | know. You've invested nothing there.

e |n the above dialogue, what B actually means is that he/she cares about the stock mar-
ket the least, or he/she doesn’t care about it at all.

Example 5
| have never been happier.
e The meaning of example 5 is Now I’'m the happiest of all my life. Or I'm very happy

now.

Another similar structure is ... never ... enough/too ... It means ... the more ...

the more . ..

Example 6
You can never be too careful when you drive.

e This sentence means the more careful you are, the safer you will be.

Example 7

A woman can never have enough hats and a man can never have enough ties.

e Here is the meaning. The more hats a woman has, the better; the more ties a man
has, the better.

c. Catch content words and transitional words

In the SAT critical reading, some passages can be as long as over 800 words. Time is
a critical issue. When you read a passage, especially for the first time, you don’t have
time to look at every word carefully. Instead, use your grammar knowledge to catch
content words and transitional words. Only when a sentence or a part of a paragraph
is related to a question should you read every word in it carefully to get the inferences
or implications.

Content words are the nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, etc. These words tell you
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who does what, what happens when and where, or how something is done, etc. For
example, when you read the following, instead of reading every word, you should

quickly catch the words in bold to get the gist:

Example 8
Obesity is a growing problem around the world, and has tripled since 1980 in some ar-
eas of North America, the United Kingdom, Australasia and China.

Example 9
Early attempts at making and using internal combustion engines were hampered by
the lack of suitable fuels, particularly liquids.

Transitional words can be connectors like however, nonetheless, therefore, in the
end, as a result, on the contrary, on the other hand, etc. These words are not part of
a sentence, so they are often separated from the rest of a sentence by a comma. Be-
sides, transitional words can also be conjunctions like but, so, because, while,
though, or prepositional phrases such as in spite of. These words belong to a sen-
tence, so they can’t stand alone.

Transitional words will help you to discover logical connections in a reading passage.
Catching these transitional words will help you to get a better understanding of the

reading material.

Example 10

While it is true that many poets of the 1840°s were still closely bound to the romantic tra-
dition, their work was nevertheless developing, surmounting its romantic beginnings and
striving toward more objective narration and the new possibilities of revealing the lyric “ I”
in poetry.

Example 11
Even though suffering from a shortage of manpower, the company refused to hire more
employees, since many university graduates are not up to its expectations.

If you can pay special attention to both content words and transitional words and skip

functional words, you can speed up without sacrificing reading comprehension.

d. Take sentences of inverted word order in stride

Quite often, for emphasis purposes, there are sentence in which the verb or part of

the verb is in front of the subject. If you are puzzled by this kind of the sentence, re-
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write it mentally in regular word order before trying to understand its meaning.

Example 12
Seldom did they have the chance to see the Governor in person.
e The above sentence means: They seldom had the chance to see the Governor in per-

son.

Example 13

So hungry were the boys that they ate everything in sight.

e Written in regular word order, the sentence is. The boys were so hungry that they ate
everything in sight.

Example 14

Should you have any questions about inverted word order, check a grammar book for
more explanations.

e |f you should have any questions about inverted word order, check a grammar book for

more explanations.

The SAT doesn’t test your grammar knowledge per se, but in its critical reading and
writing sections, and in its essay writing part, your grammar knowledge and your ability

to use it will play an important role in your performance.

C. Read, Read, Read

Read all the time. Reading is the best way to prepare not only for the SAT critical read-
ing section, but for the writing part as well. The more you read, the faster you can
process the information and the better you can write. You will benefit from reading in
both language and knowledge.

The SAT usually uses passages from novels and texts that are on high school reading
lists in North America. Quite often excerpts from science journals and famous spee-
ches are chosen. You may argue that you don’t have North American high school cur-
riculum and you don’'t know what the students read there. Well, on the Internet, you
can find almost anything from Abraham Lincoln’s speeches to stem cell research. So
long as you keep on reading in English, you will develop a strong sense of the lan-

guage and be better at it later.
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a. Be positive and persistent

When you prepare to read, if you psych yourself out right off the bat by hinting yourself

that you are going to suffer, then you are sure to fail. If you expect the reading

process to be boring and pointless, you won’t look for interesting aspects or rewarding

experience.

On the other hand, if you are positive and always assume that there is something in-

teresting to gain from everything you read, your attitude will profoundly change the way

you read. Instead of simply following the lifeless printed words, you read for a purpose

and for information. Then you are an active reader.

Developing a good reading habit is not something you can achieve at one stroke. It re-

quires persistence over a period of time. Some students are passionate about reading,

but their enthusiasm vanishes as they find excuses to avoid it. If you are one of them,

remember to be persistent. Whatever you do in daily life affects your personality. If

you keep dropping small reading tasks because of small obstacles, you will end up

dropping bigger goals because of even smaller obstacles. Persistence is going against

obstacles and negative emotions and accomplishing a task under any conditions. It is

an acquired skill and not some kind of gift. By training yourself to be persistent, you

will become a persistent person.

Here are a few guidelines to help you become persistent.

e hold on even if you feel like quitting;

e keep your goal in sight and visualize your reward;

e be persistent even when doing small reading tasks; this quality will reflect in your
character when you face bigger challenges later;

e be confident that you will reach your goals.

Many students have told me that they want to take the SAT, but they don’t enjoy read-

ing. If you feel the same way, you are not alone. Reading, especially reading aca-

demic materials, requires painstaking effort. It is like climbing a mountain, fun and ex-

citing at the beginning, but gradually some climbers start to give up due to the long

process and the strenuous work. Be positive and persistent! Only those who are de-

termined and devoted can reach the top.

Here is one aphorism of Harvard University : Pain of study is temporary, has not learn-

ed, the pain is life-long. Please enjoy the unavoidable suffering.
b. Learn to guess

When you read, you may come across new words. It is a good idea to use dictiona-
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ries, but it spoils the reading activity if you stop to use a dictionary every time you have
a new word. In the real test, you are not allowed to use a dictionary, or you have no
time to do so. What should you do then? Learn to guess!

In each SAT test, there are about 20 sentence completion questions. Their focus is on
verbal inference skills; namely, to test your ability to figure out the meaning and usage

of unfamiliar words in a sentence.

Example 1

Despite his getbasg, he is terzg working hard to accumulate his fortune regardless of the
zdfasdf from his parents.

e Here getbasg, terzg, and zdfasdf are gibberish words, replacing new words you may

have in a text.
What part of speech are they?
getbasg is a noun following his, and it’s related to fortune;

terzg is an adverb, modifying working hard and logically it confirms despite;

zdfasdf is also a noun. Since it is after regardless of, it means something against the
main verb/clause.

What could they possible mean?

Getbasg. wealth,

Terzg. still,

Zdfasdf. objection or opposition.

By guessing the part of speech and the meaning of the new words, you can roughly
get the general idea of the sentence and the logic connection within it. You don’t have
to be precise and exact, since nobody asks you to translate the sentence into Chi-
nese. Later, you can look up the words in a dictionary and add them to your vocabula-

ry list.
c. Learn to skim and scan

In the SAT test, you are reading to answer questions, and you are under time con-
straints. You are tested not on how you read, but on how you can quickly get the infor-
mation to answer the questions. With that purpose in mind, you should employ skim-
ming and scanning techniques. They help you to read the passages and locate specific
information faster.

When you start a passage, remember to skim first. It is done at a speed three to four
times faster than normal reading. Read very quickly to get the gist, the main idea or

the purpose. Don’t read word by word. Read in chunks and try to look at the content
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words (verbs, nouns, adjectives, etc. ) and signal/transitional words. Sometimes the
first and the last few lines of a paragraph are more important than the others. If you
are lost or confused, stop and skim again.

Next, go over the questions and answer those you are sure about after the first skim-
ming. Then, scan to find specific information for the rest of the questions. Different
from skimming, Scanning involves moving your eyes quickly on the page seeking spe-
cific words and phrases. It requires you to go to a certain sentence or paragraph relat-
ed to a question to find the answer. You are hopping around in the passage instead of
going over it from the beginning to the end.

After finishing making all the choices, check the answer key and find out what mistakes
you have made. Read again and ask why you made these mistakes. Is it due to new
words, grammar, or carelessness? Remembering why you made these mistakes will

help you avoid repeating the same mistakes later.

21



_}}}}}}}} W@

AP RXERBBRAZEWNIEFRI 2 — ZPMESATA GRS S8 247
055, AFIERXREISOHE. BERMEER, BHiEREDFMBHEM,
=— A B R SRR FEY.

[0 e i P RO T 1 52 E X EC A UEN R B BN E EMER S A F R
X, ABMSATELFEEBHEC)., X, RERERET F@89 54750
R, RanfTd T, RESE. RERHGEREEAESFRE T K
TRV SRR, o, ZHEFRENAKES, FHEERBMIR.

i B

fELRANEZRIES RS

® SATISIC 8 @ SATIEZEDBES @ SATHISTd

o XEXFAFEHIE
NEBIERBI M

N GT8-7-302

#§ﬁ1{£?§*+mg; - gl7873020255512
SAT AP & ETRZ KEEEDR .
k. wwwivy100edu.com Zff1: 39.00%




	sat阅读分析与训练定封一s.jpg
	阅读分析及训练扉页副本.jpg
	版权页.doc
	fm.pdf
	ML.pdf
	SAT阅读.pdf
	sat阅读分析与训练定封底s.jpg

